THE  DIVINE  THINKE1
spiritual enlightenment. It gave the craftsman
his creative skill and the soldier perfect control
over Ms weapons, the statesman his far-seeing-
vision, the seer and inspired thinker his super-
natural powers.
Indian art thus deifies the power of mind over
matter in the figure of the Perfect Yogi, the Divine
Thinfcer, one which is commonly associated with
BtiddMsm only, but is really a concept common
to all schools of Indian theism. The attempt to
trace the source of its inspiration exclusively from
the artistic rendering of Buddhist legends, more
especially from the efforts of the Grseco-Baktrian
school which was more or less foreign to India, has
led to hopeless confusion and misconception of
the motives of Indian artists. For the indigenous
art of India is a great synthesis embracing many
different theological and mythological elements,
but inspired by a common ideal.
The historical Buddha was an adept in Yoga
and through Yoga attained enlightenment B#t
when he was deified in Mahayana Buddhism, he
was transfigured in Indian eyes as the Divine
Yogi of the Himalayas, who in the form of a white
elephant, the genius loci of the mountains, had
entered the womb of Maya and had been born on
earth as the Prince Siddhartha. At the moment
when as a sannyasin practising Yoga he attained
enlightenment his divine nature was manifested
in an apparition ^billing like gold purified of its